In operations for prolapsed lumbar disc lesions the aorta and inferior vena cava and the common iliac vessels are liable to damage if the anterior wall of the annulus of the disc has undergone degeneration. There is then no firm bottom to the disc cavity to limit the removal of the tissue of the nucleus by the rongeur forceps. The most striking feature on opening the abdomen was the enormous dilatation of the great veins. A method of repair was demonstrated in which the fistula was exposed through the lumen of the common iliac artery. A Foley's catheter was passed into the vein through the gushing fistula and the balloon was distended with saline and drawn upon to arrest the venous bleeding. Occluding sutures were then placed across the fistula but not tied until the balloon had been deflated and withdrawn. In this way the fistula could be closed without separating the adherent artery and vein or using grafts to restore the circulation.
Arteriovenous Fistula following Lumbar Disc Surgery
by Hermon Taylor mrD FRcs (The London Hospital, London) In operations for prolapsed lumbar disc lesions the aorta and inferior vena cava and the common iliac vessels are liable to damage if the anterior wall of the annulus of the disc has undergone degeneration. There is then no firm bottom to the disc cavity to limit the removal of the tissue of the nucleus by the rongeur forceps. The most striking feature on opening the abdomen was the enormous dilatation of the great veins. A method of repair was demonstrated in which the fistula was exposed through the lumen of the common iliac artery. A Foley's catheter was passed into the vein through the gushing fistula and the balloon was distended with saline and drawn upon to arrest the venous bleeding. Occluding sutures were then placed across the fistula but not tied until the balloon had been deflated and withdrawn. In this way the fistula could be closed without separating the adherent artery and vein or using grafts to restore the circulation.
[A film was shown to illustrate an operation of the condition. The cases and the operation are being described in the British Journal of Surgery (in press 
